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The run into Christmas
This has been a really enjoyable and busy first half term. There have been so many highlights and successes. 
Primary 1: Our youngest pupils have made a fantastic start to the school year, quickly settling in, making new friends, and joyfully engaging in all the exciting opportunities school life brings.
Harvest: We have had two wonderful Harvest Services. Thank you so much for all your support and encouragement to the children. 
Celebrating success in school: At the start of each month we set our value or goal as a school. The school council, Buddies and the staff all monitor this as the month goes on and award points to each class. So far, we have looked at ‘Using Good Manners’ and ‘Less Haste Less Speed.’ 
Celebrating Success outside school: In our Friday assemblies, we also celebrate the achievements of our incredible students with medals, certificates and awards. Congratulations to everyone for their hard work and dedication! So far, we have had numerous dance medals, some swimming certificates, horse riding and some for showing and handling Dexters and other animals. I look forward to seeing more of these in the run up to Christmas. 
Extra Curricular:  Huge congratulations to the APS Quiz Team on their fantastic performance in the Inter-Schools Table Quiz Competition! Competing against teams from 15 local primary schools, our pupils represented APS with great enthusiasm and knowledge at the event hosted by Meadowbridge Primary School.
Points of Note
Now that all our P1’s are well settled into school it is important that everyone in school is clear about pick-up/collection routines and therefore we ask for your support in following these guidelines:

Drop off in the morning is between 8:45am and 9am. Please leave ALL pupils at the gate and allow them to walk into school themselves. If there is an issue/advice needed etc, please initially report to the school office and not to the child’s classroom. 

It is important your child fully understands who is collecting them from school:
Your child’s class teacher should be informed of any change to the normal daily pick-up arrangement. If you are unavoidably delayed, please phone the office and let us know as soon as possible and we will take an appropriate course of action.

Please advise your child that, if you do not arrive, he/she should report to the school office and wait for you there. This will reinforce what we are telling them in school and will avoid unnecessary worry. 

In the interests of the children’s safety, to avoid the potential of accidents and to ensure easy access for emergency vehicles and the school bus, the car park must NOT be used to drop off children before school or collecting children at the end of school (this also applies to after school activities). The only exception should be if a prior arrangement has been approved by the Principal. Please also ensure that you don’t encourage children to cut across the gate at home time to get to you as they can’t be seen by vehicles coming in or out. Everyone should leave via the pedestrian gate. 

It is school policy that children in P1 – P5 classes should be collected by an adult unless otherwise agreed through discussion with the Principal.  P6 & P7 pupils may walk home by prior arrangement with the Principal. 

Poppy Appeal:
From today there will be various items for sale in school on behalf of the Poppy Appeal.  There will be plenty of opportunities over this week to purchase anything you require.

School Photographer:
Cool for School Photography will be in school this Thursday 6 November (details have already been circulated).  Please remember to register online by tomorrow (Tuesday 4 November @ 7pm.) No registration, no photo!

Book Fair:
Scholastic Book Fair will be in the school library from Wednesday 5 Nov until Mon 10 Nov.  Children will have the opportunity to browse the Book Fair with their class teachers tomorrow (Tuesday 4 Nov.)  The Book Fair will then be open to parents from Wednesday 5 – Monday 10 Nov at the following times:

8.45 – 9.00 am	     2.00 – 2.30 pm		3.00 – 3.30 pm       

Important Notice – SchoolMoney Bookings

Please note the following booking deadlines:

School Dinners must be booked by midnight on Sunday for the upcoming week.
EarlyBird and Afterschool Club bookings close at midnight the night before the session.

Unfortunately, same-day bookings are not possible as we need to plan for staffing and numbers in advance.
In the event of an emergency where same-day cover is required, please phone the school office directly. Do not use the app for urgent requests.
Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.





PTA AGM – We Need You!
We would love to see as many of you as possible at our upcoming PTA Annual General Meeting this Wednesday @ 7pm. (details were circulated prior to Half term). 

The PTA plays a vital role in supporting our school, and we simply couldn’t do what we do without them.
We completely understand how busy everyone is, so we are breaking things down into manageable steps:

1. First and foremost, we need a quorum to hold the meeting. You can attend in person or online, whatever works best for you.
2. Attending the AGM doesn’t mean you are signing up for a role! It’s just a great opportunity to hear about the amazing work the PTA does and how it supports our pupils and staff.
3. We are always looking for helpers, a team of people who can lend a hand when needed.
4. From there, officer roles like Chair or Treasurer naturally emerge but only if you’re interested!

Your presence, even just for the AGM, makes a big difference. We hope you’ll join us!


We Did It – Thanks to Your Votes!

For those that missed the announcement at the Harvest Services we are thrilled to share that both Grand Choice Awards were secured last weekend—thanks to your incredible support!

· The school project to refresh our hall has been approved.
· The PTA project to create a breakout hub for small group sessions and quiet time, for both pupils and staff, has also been successful.

These projects are especially important as our school continues to grow and space becomes more limited. Your votes are helping us create a more supportive and flexible learning environment for everyone.

Anti-Bullying Week:
Anti-Bullying Week 2024 will take place from Monday 10 – Friday 14 November, with the theme: ‘Power for Good.  ‘Odd Socks’ Day is taking place on Tuesday 12 November with staff and pupils being encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate what makes us all unique.






A. Smyth (Principal)
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