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Celebrating Our First Half Term!
What an incredible first half term it's been at our school! As we look back, we’re bursting with pride over our talented and hardworking students. Here are some highlights:
Primary 1 Adventures: Our youngest learners have settled in beautifully, making new friends and embracing all the fun activities that school has to offer!
Harvest Preparations: Our students have been practising diligently for the Harvest Services taking place on 24 & 25 October. They can’t wait to share their wonderful performances with you all!
Scarecrow Competition: A big shoutout to Mrs Irvine's class for entering the Scarecrow Competition at Montalto! Our Spooky Anna was designed and made by the pupils and we felt it fulfilled the brief of recycling really well! Whilst we didn’t win it was great to see how much the class came together to complete the scarecrow and they made us all very proud! Spooky Anna will be on display until after the half term holidays in Montalto, so pop along and see her for yourself. 
Celebrating Success: In our Friday assemblies, we have celebrated the achievements of our incredible students with medals, certificates, and awards. Congratulations to everyone for their hard work and dedication!
Winners:  Huge congratulations to the APS Quiz Team who came FIRST in the Inter-Schools Table Quiz Competition.  Teams from 15 local primary schools participated in the event at Meadowbridge PS.  The APS team consisted of Maeve and Micah from P7, and Korey and Sam from P6.
Pizza Fun with Pizza Table: We are thrilled to announce our partnership with Pizza Table, who will be providing delicious pizzas for our Stars of the Week.
Thank you to our dedicated staff and supportive families for making this half term a fantastic experience for our students! Here’s to many more exciting moments ahead!
Points of Note!
Now that all our P1’s are well settled into school it is important that everyone in school is clear about pick-up/collection routines and therefore we ask for your support in following these guidelines:

Drop off in the morning is between 8:45am and 9am. Please leave ALL pupils at the gate and allow them to walk into school themselves. If there is an issue / advice needed etc, please initially report to the office and not to the child’s classroom. 

It is important your child fully understands who is collecting them from school:
Your child’s class teacher should be informed of any change to the normal daily pick-up arrangement. If you are unavoidably delayed please phone the office and let us know as soon as possible and we will take an appropriate course of action.

Please advise your child that, if you do not arrive, he/she should report to the school office and wait for you there. This will reinforce what we are telling them in school and will avoid unnecessary worry. 

In the interests of the children’s safety, to avoid the potential of accidents and to ensure easy access for emergency vehicles and the school bus, the car park must NOT be used to drop off children before school or collecting children at the end of school (this also applies to after school activities). The only exception should be if a prior arrangement has been approved by the Principal. It is school policy that children in P1 – P5 classes should be collected by an adult unless otherwise agreed through discussion with the Principal. P6 - P7 pupils may walk home by prior arrangement with the Principal. 

Poppy Appeal:
From Monday 21 October there will be various items for sale in school on behalf of the Poppy Appeal.  There will be plenty of opportunities over the next few weeks to purchase anything you require.

School Photographer:
Cool for School Photography will be in school on Wednesday 23 October (details have already been circulated).  Please remember to register online by Tuesday 22 October.   No registration, no photo!

Harvest:
Tickets have now been allocated for next week’s performances.  Unfortunately, there are NO extra tickets available for Friday and only a few left for Thursday.  Please contact Mrs Brush in the school office on Wednesday if you need an extra ticket for Thursday (first come/first served).

Book Fair:
Scholastic Book Fair will be in the school library from Tue 5 Nov until Mon 11 Nov.  Children will have the opportunity to browse the Book Fair with their class teachers on Monday 4 Nov.  The Book Fair will then be open to parents from Tuesday 5th – Monday 11th Nov at the following times:

8.45 – 9.00 am	     2.00 – 2.30 pm		3.00 – 3.30 pm       

AMCA News:
AMCA will be holding a Quiz Night on Friday 25th October in The Pheasant at 7.30 pm.  £5.00 per person, maximum of 6 persons per team.

Anti-Bullying Week:
Anti-Bullying Week 2024 will take place from Monday 11 – Friday 15 November, with the theme: ‘Choose Respect’.  ‘Odd Socks’ Day is taking place on Tuesday 12 November with staff and pupils being encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate what makes us all unique.




Diary Dates:

Mon 21 Oct		Poppy Appeal in school commences.

Wed 23 Oct		Cool for School Photography in school (separate details distributed)

Thu 24 Oct and		Harvest Services 	9.30 am	 P1 – P7 (tickets already issued)
Fri 25 Oct	

Fri 25 Oct		School finishes at 2.00 pm for ALL pupils

28 Oct – 1 Nov		School closed for half-term

Mon 4 Nov		School re-opens

Tue 5- Mon 11 Nov	Scholastic Book Fair in school

Thu 7 Nov		School Nurse in school to administer Flu vaccinations.

Thu 7 Nov		P6 to Ballynahinch Library

Mon 11- Fri 15 Nov	Anti-Bullying Week 

Tue 12 Nov		‘Odd Socks’ Day

Sat 16 Nov		SEAG Test 1

Tue 19 Nov		P6 to Navan Fort (separate details to follow)

Thu 21 Nov		P6 to Ballynahinch Library (final visit)

Sat 23 Nov		SEAG Test 2

Mon 2 Dec		Open Night for Prospective P1 parents:   6.30 pm

Sat 7 Dec		PTA Christmas Fair (including Anahilt Village Christmas Tree Light Switch-on 
and Santa visit)

Wed 11 Dec		P1 – P4 Nativity 9.30 am   (details to follow later)

Thu 12 Dec		P1 – P4 Nativity 9.30 am    (details to follow later)

Fri 13 Dec		P5 – P7 Christmas Service  (details to follow later)

Sun 15 Dec		School Choir to perform at The Church of Ascension, Annahilt

Fri 20 Dec		School closes at 12.00 noon for Christmas Holidays.

Mon 6 Jan		School re-opens after Christmas break.




A. Smyth (Principal)
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