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The Mold Cape A

This gold cape, called the ‘Mold
Cape’ was found in a Bronze Age
burial mound in Mold, Wales. it
had been placed on a body before
it was buried. The cape would
have covered the shoulders, upper
arms and chest of the person
wearing it, probably  female.
Movement would have been
restricted so this was likely to
have been a ceremonial item. It
was created from a single piece of
gold, beaten into shape and
decorated with a moti that looks
like multiple strings of beads

Weapons and Tools b

Daggers, blades, spearheads, chisels, axes, anything
that used to be made from stone or fint was then
made from the stronger and more durable bronze.
Bronze axe heads, made by casting®, were at first
similar to the previous axe heads made from stone,
but then a socket was developed for the wooden
handle to fit into and a loop meant they could be
secured together easier. Many bronze swords have
been found with a leaf shape, thicker at the handle
before coming to a tip.

Woodworking techniques improved with the better
quality tools available

*casting involves making a cast to create a mould,
and pouring molten metal into it

Bronze Age swords
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Artefacts - The Golden Dagger

Tt wasn't just about the Bronze

Very intricate items of gold work have also been
found that date from the Bronze Age. A gold-studded
dagger was discovered in 1808 inside Bush Barrow, a
large Bronze Age burial mound less than a kilometre
from Stonehenge. The handle to the dagger was
decorated with lterally tens of thousands of tiny
pieces of gold, a ffth of a millimetre wide. There were
o magnifying glasses at the time so it is thought
that only children, or very short sighted adlts, would
have been able to make these incredibly detailed
pieces.

The process appears to have had at least four stages.

1 - The craftsmen made lengths of incredibly thin fine
gold wire. Then they flattened the end of a piece of
wire to create a stud-head and cut the wire with a
very sharp flnt or obsidian razor a millimetre below
the head. This painstaking procedure was then
repeated literarily tens of thousands of times

2- A miniature bronze awl with a very fine point like
a needle was used to create minuscule holes in the
dagger handle for the studs

3-A thin laer of tree resin was rubbed over the
surface as a glue to keep the studs secure.

4-Each stud was then carefully placed into its
miniscule hole. Given the minute size of the studs,
they probably used a very fine pair of bone or
wooden tweezers.

It has been estimated that the whole process would
have taken over 2000 hours to complete.

Gold jewellery also became popular in the Bronze
Age

Burials

Over the Bronze Age period, burial
traditions changed. Unil this
period, burials had been communal
in long barrows, but now the land
was now needed for agriculture.
During the Bronze Age people were
often buried individually, in pit
graves or cists, sometimes covered
with cairns (a cist was formed by
four upright slabs which supported
a capstone). They were often
buried with a beaker alongside the
body

A burial mound was a circular
mound that might enclose several
burials.

There is some evidence of individual
round barrows from the time, but
not many, so those who were
buried in them may have been
important people and the barrows
may mark important places.

In the Middle Bronze Age (1500 -
1250 BC) there was a move away from
barrow burial, towards cremation in
large open cemeteries where ashes were
placed in speciallyprepared pottery

urms,

A Remains of a Clava cairn in Scotland
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The Beaker Culture

There was more immigration to Britain
during the Bronze Age. Recent tooth
examination on bodies found in early
Bronze Age graves around Stonehenge
suggests that some of the new arrivals
came from the area of modern Switzerland.
These were the ‘Bell Beaker people’. They
have been named after the distinctive
bellshaped pottery they made, mainly used
for drinking from. The pottery was
decorated with bands that had impressions
in them made by a comb or a cord pressed

e

into the clay. The pots were also
used to smelt copper, store food or
used as urns. An intricate item of
pottery would be a display of wealth
and status. The potter's wheel was
being widely used by the Bronze Age,
making the process of creating pots
quicker and producing items of higher
quality,

There was a significant cultural change
brought about by the new people, but
it is thought they integrated
peacefully. Many of the early henge
sites were used by the newcomers,
shown by the presence of the
distinctive bell beakers in tombs
excavated in those areas,

It is probable that bronze was first
brought over to Britain by the Bell
Beaker people.

A Switzerland to the British Isles Se

The Beaker Culture also introduced types of weapon,

hilts, and precious ornaments of gold and amber

jewellery and other ormaments that were new to Britain
Graves excavated in southern Britain included wellmade
stone battle axes, metal daggers with elaborately decorated
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Introduction to The Bronze Age

Why Bronze?
Copper i a soft metal, but when it is
melted and added to tin the result
(bronze) is @ much harder and durable
material than copper or stone. It
was used for tools, weapons and
armour as well as building materials
like decorative tiles. It could be used
to make a greater range of tools and
weapons than had previously been
possible.

There was an early form of bronze in
the North Caucasus known as arsenic
bronze, which was a natural alloy
that could be dug from the ground.
The bronze alloy made from copper
and tin was developed later. The
copper and tin had to be mined

separately and then melted

down and combined to make
bronze

Prehistoric Times

There is a large period of time for which
we have no written records, we call this
‘prehistory’ Starting from evidence of the
first early humans, it is split into three
sections. The Bronze Age in Britain lasted
around 1500 years

The Stone Age - 800,000 BC
The Bronze Age - 2,100 BC
The Iron Age - 750 BC

Why the Bronze Age?
Just like the Stone Age was so called
because early humans made tools from
stone, the Bronze age was called the
Bronze Age because humans started
making tools from..... Bronzel

Bronze was an alloy made from copper
and tin. (alloy - a metal made by
combining two or more metals to improve
its properties) True bronze is a
combination of 10% tin and 90% copper.
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When was the Bronze Age Exactly?

The Bronze Age started at different times . 3600-3500BC Middle East - Bronze has

in different countries. As people travelled
to other countries, the knowledge of how
to mix the copper and tin to make bronze
was brought with them. Not all parts of
the world had copper and tin available to
make Bronze with.

Bronze was already being used in other
parts of the world before it was brought to
Britain around 2100 BC.

started to be used. Either through
nawrally occurring Bronze or as an
alloy. No one knows how or who
invented Bronze but by around 3500
BC, farm tools and weapons are being
made of this new metal in these areas.

35003001BC  Eastern Europe and
Mediterranean - Bronze has started to
be used in Eastern Europe and the
Mediterranean but it is stil difficult
and expensive to matke.

. 2500-2300BC  India and China -
Bronze has started to be used in India
and China.

@ 2100 BC Britain - Bronze has landed
in Britain. It is used to make weapons,
tools and even hairbrushes.
Tin was mined in south-west England
and from about 2100 BC copper, gold
and lead were all being mined in
Ireland and Wales. This changed after
1600 BC when the majority of the
metal used in Britain was imported
from mainland Europe.
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